
Roy`s Sermon for March 20,2022  

Ruth 3:1-9 ‘A Proposal Of Marriage!’  
Last time we  finished chapter 2:20-23 under the heading ‘God Is Always Good To His People,’ and 

we saw that finally the darkness hanging over Naomi’s life was beginning to lift. She realises the 

hand of God has guided her throughout all of her trials and tragedies. Her bitterness and anger is 

gone, as she now understands that throughout all of the past 10-15 years of hardship, the Lord v20, 

“has not stopped showing kindness to the living and the dead.”  She is no longer Mara, ”bitter and 

angry at God;” she is again Naomi, “pleasant, full” blessed Naomi. Her heart by God has been 

restored. She no longer sees Him as her enemy. She now understands that though she had turned 

her back on Him when going to Moab from Bethlehem, yet even so, in the midst of all of her 

troubles God had not abandoned her indeed, He “had not stopped showing kindness” to her and her 

family!  

Lamentations 3:23: “His mercies are new every morning.” And we only have to reflect on Jesus` 

Cross to be reminded of that.  Psalm73:1 “God is only good to Israel.” Then in v22 Naomi reveals 

something of herself. Affirming yes, Ruth should do as Boaz had said, and only glean in his fields for 

all of the harvest season, because there was real danger outside of his generous offer. For if we read 

between the lines, what Naomi was saying was, “My daughter, only a foolish person would wander 

from God's provision of food and safety, for someone else`s greener pastures. Learn from my 

mistakes. Trust in Him and His provision, it will always go well with you!”  

I explained that we can never really know the intricate details of God's Will for our future. We trust 

by faith that those things are in His hands. But we can know that we will always be walking in His 

Will through the simple obedience of stepping out the door each day in faith!  

Then finally v23: “And Ruth lived with her mother in law.” Or in other words, she had no prospects 

of marriage and a family of her own, as an outcast widowed Moabite, living in Israel!  

We pick up the narrative in Ch.3:1-9: ‘A Proposal Of Marriage!’ “One day Naomi her mother-in-law 

said to her, “My daughter, should I not try to make a home for you where you will be well provided 

for?” You know it's amazing how much Naomi has been changed. As I mentioned earlier, she is no 

longer Mara, that bitter angry woman, as she has acknowledged God's kindnesses to her throughout 

all of her ordeals. And particularly her feelings toward Ruth had changed. Do you remember her 

almost callous words in ch1:15. “Look said Naomi, your sister in law is going back to her people and 

to her gods. Go back with her.” And as we saw last time in v20-21 of ch.1, how four times in just two 

verses she had attributed her miseries to God. And with no thought whatsoever it seems, of Ruth 

and her loss. And again in verse nine of ch1, how almost dismissively she had said, “May the Lord 

grant that each of you will find rest in the home of another husband.” After she had basically waved 

them both away!  

Yes her feelings, (and may I suggest her appreciation of Ruth) have really changed. And may I also 

suggest, that they have done so just about every day of these past eight weeks of the harvest as this 

beautiful lovely young woman had gone out to work and come home dead tired, carrying her wages 

on her shoulders every day. And if you remember, after just one day's work, Ruth had gleaned 

enough grain to last about two weeks. Now, she has been working around 8 weeks and the pantry 

was full to overflowing. Conservatively speaking, she has gathered enough food for them both for six 

to 18 months! Yes Naomi has been so blessed by this young woman who she begrudgingly brought 

with her. And now out of that newly found love and appreciation her thoughts are no longer of 

herself, but of Ruth and her future. Remember ch.2:23: “And she lived with her mother in law.” 



Naomi didn't want this for the rest of Ruth's life. She was too fond of her for that. She wanted what 

all mothers want for their daughters. A husband that would love and care for them, with children, 

and a home and life of her own.  

And where it says, “Should I not try to find a home for you,” the idea is that she would find rest, as in 

ch 1:9. Perhaps rest from her labouring to provide for herself and her mother-in-law. Rest from an 

uncertain future. And maybe rest from the God given desire for all women to have a family of their 

own!  

You know, it's very sad today I believe, that motherhood has been so devalued. Yes it has been so 

cheapened, and yet it is the highest calling that women can have in the sight of God. It is terribly sad 

than any woman might ever think of themselves as only a mother! Yes that wonderful concept of 

rest. Jesus Himself said in Matthew 11:28 (which I spoke on at my dear mother`s funeral) “Come to 

me all you who are weary and burdened and I will give you rest.”  

Well for Ruth, Naomi had come up with a plan. Which no doubt she has been thinking of for some 

time. And if we were to read this at face value and with no understanding of the cultural practises, it 

would appear to be a really brazen, dare I say, a very seductive plan. And of course it all has to do 

with Boaz! Listen to how it reads. “Is not Boaz, with whose servant girls you have been, a kinsman of 

ours? Tonight he will be winnowing barley on the threshing floor.” So the first thing which comes out 

is that this plan comes with a great degree of personal risk for Ruth. Remember, it was risky enough 

for her the Moabitess, to be walking around and working by daylight. But it was another thing 

altogether to go out at night alone. We've been seeing over and over that she went out the door 

each day putting one foot in front of the other by faith. Trusting in both God's guidance and 

provision for herself and her mother-in-law. How much more faith, and more courage, was it going 

to take for a young foreign woman to do what Naomi comes up with next?  

Brothers and sisters, sometimes the Lord asks us to do things which we really don't want to do. 

Going into this place or that place. This person`s house or that person`s house. Speaking to this 

brother or that sister about things which we don't want to speak. Because we know it's going to be 

hard, because we know it's going to cause pain. And unless the Lord goes ahead of us we may well 

lose a dear friend! Yes it's hard to do what God asks of us at times, but we need to take heart, 

because Jesus has gone to the cross before us and the victory is assured.  

And He has placed His Spirit within us. Habakkuk 3:10: “The sovereign Lord is my strength; he makes 

my feet like the feet of a deer.” The idea is that in Him we are sure footed even on shakey ground. 

“He enables me to go on the heights.” In other words, to do those hard things when needs be.  

Philippians 4:13: “I can do all things through him who strengthens me.”  

Well for young Ruth, this is certainly going to be one of those occasions. Think about it, a modest 

young foreign woman, (she's only been in the country eight weeks) being instructed to do what her 

mother-in-law is about to suggest. Again, listen to how it reads: “Tonight he will be winnowing 

barley at the threshing floor. Wash and perfume yourself and put on your best clothes. Then go 

down to the threshing floor but don't let him know you are there until he has finished eating and 

drinking.” Now let's firstly understand the scene here. Think of the old shearing movies when all 

those thousands of sheep were done. The men were ready to party. They`d worked hard and they 

were ready to party harder. And the reason that Boaz was going to be at the threshing floor, is 

because the owner of the grain was going to stand guard to make sure that none of the revelry spills 

over into the pilfering of his stores. And this is the kind of situation which Naomi is sending Ruth 

into. So a beautiful young woman with her hair done, dressed to the nines and smelling as sweet as 



a rose, sent into the midst of a bunch of potentially drunken farmhands. It does seem to be a recipe 

for disaster doesn't it! Surely only no good and tragedy can come out of it you would think. And all of 

this to take place in the dead of night. I'm sure that none of us would ever want our daughter or 

granddaughter to be ever caught in any situation like this!  

And yet God is overriding it all. Psalm 139:15-16: “My frame was not hidden from you when I was 

made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth your eyes saw my 

unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to 

be.” Friends, not that we should ever be foolhardy by any means, that would be simply tempting the 

hand of God. But we should take great assurance and comfort in knowing that no matter what 

situation and trial comes against us, the Lord is overseeing it all. “Even the very hairs of your head 

are all numbered” Matthew 10:30 tells us.  

But again brothers and sisters, at first glance this seems like a dangerous plan of manipulation and 

seduction doesn't it. Does God work in such ways? Well some years ago there was a so-called 

Christian group who declared that yes He does, and we ought to emulate those ways. Even that 

young Christian women should dress scantly to attract, yes to lure, young males into the Kingdom of 

God. And the disgusting demon of a leader who lauded this evil even wrote a book on the subject, it 

was called Flirty Fishers! Well what blasphemy! How completely false and opposed to everything of 

which the Bible speaks of a godly woman! We've seen it many times over the years Proverbs 31:30. 

“Charm is deceptive and beauty is fleeting but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised.” Now 

did Ruth fear the Lord? There is no doubt in my mind that she did. But Ruth respected and trusted 

her mother-in-law also. Naomi knew the customs and Ruth believed that she had only her best 

interests at heart. So she followed her instructions trusting both God and Naomi!  

You know, it's such an amazing blessing when we've got people like that in our lives. People that 

have not only always got our back, but more than that, those who will always tell us the truth even 

when it hurts! Well, Naomi continues. V4. “When he lies down, note the place where he is lying. 

Then go and uncover his feet and lie down. He will tell you what to do.” And notice Ruth's absolute 

trust in her, ‘I will do whatever you say.” Can you imagine having your 20 something year old 

respond like that to you? You`d die of shock wouldn't you?  Anyhow, as wild as this plan seems, 

again, Ruth had absolute trust in her mother in law here and she does all that she's been instructed 

to do. And it seems that somehow with all that's going on at the threshing shed she's able to conceal 

herself until the time is just right. So as the party dies down the boss goes over to his spot at the far 

side of the grain pile. He falls asleep, and then Ruth continues to follow her instructions. She 

uncovers and lays down at Boaz’s feet.  

Friends, this whole thing was a tremendous leap of faith, because if she had of been found out or 

even spotted by anyone else, then not only her body was at risk, but also her character and 

reputation! And the commentator reminds us of the history of the Moabites. Born out of incest. 

Seducing the Israelite men into sexual and spiritual adultery. Yes this was hundreds of years of 

contempt and enmity for young Ruth to carry around. And if she had have been found, that 

wonderful reputation which he had built while living in Bethlehem, would have come crashing down. 

Perhaps with the sounds of yes, we knew it was all too good to be true. And you know, I really do 

believe that it was only God's Hand that kept her from being discovered! Well, she's done what she's 

been told to do. And now she waits. Yes she waits for hours in the dark. Because it's not until the 

middle of the night, that “Boaz is startled by something.” You know I might be wrong, but I'm just 

astounded by the amazing sense of calm which Ruth seems to possess here. Throughout the whole 

thing there has been no objection from her. “I will do whatever you say.” And now she has lain for 

hour's almost in her bridal gown as it were, at the “uncovered feet” of this man, that if it had been 



not Boaz, I dare say the outcome would have been far different. Yes if it had not been for the 

character of both people involved, no doubt the situation would have been an encounter which 

simply ended it unbridled lust and fornication. And any relationship or child which ensued from it, 

would have been steeped in illegitimacy! But that was not what either Ruth or Boaz wanted and 

more importantly, it was not the plan of God!  

You know, waiting`s hard sometimes isn't it. When you're in a difficult situation, (whatever that may 

be) and you're being pressured or squeezed by people or circumstances. They want an answer or a 

solution and so do you, but you don't have it yet. It's just not the right time yet. Things are not yet 

clear. So we have to wait. We have to wait for those clouds of uncertainty to clear. Until our way 

ahead is made known to us! Psalm 46:10a: “Be still and know that I am God.” Or a better translation 

“Stop striving and know that I am God.” The Lord says I have the situation in hand. I haven't 

forgotten you, be patient. In My time all will be revealed! Remember Psalm 130:5: “I wait for the 

Lord my soul waits, and in his word I put my hope.”  

Well Ruth`s long wait in the dark is over, Boaz awakens. And asks the obvious question v9, Who are 

you? And as Ian Duguid explains, here is the only point at which Ruth deviates from Naomi’s 

instructions. Because after declaring who she is, Ruth doesn't wait for Boaz to tell her what to do, 

no. She takes it upon herself to make it absolutely clear, why she was there in the middle of the 

night at a place and time when no honourable woman should ever be found! Listen to her words: 

“Spread the corner of your garment over me, since you are a kinsman Redeemer.” Do you see? This 

was in effect Ruth's proposal of marriage to Boaz. Yes, she wanted to respectfully make it very clear, 

that she didn't come down here at great risk simply for a roll in the hay, no. He is “near of kin” to 

Mahlon her late husband. If she had of indeed “found favour in his eyes” as we saw in ch.1, then he 

could redeem Naomi`s land and the debts, and acquire her as his wife!  

Beloved, as we leave the narrative there, what we need to understand about this whole account is 

the rich symbolism which comes out of these ancient practises. Ruth 2:10-12: “At this, she bowed 

down with her face to the ground. She exclaimed;  Why have I found such favour in your eyes, that 

you notice me a foreigner? Boaz replied, I've been told all about what you have done for your 

mother in law since the death of your husband, how you left your father and mother and your 

homeland and came to live with the people you did not know before. May the Lord repay you for 

what you have done. May you be richly rewarded by the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings 

you have come to take refuge.” Yes “May you be richly rewarded by the Lord the God of Israel under 

whose wings you have come to take refuge.” And as we saw earlier Jesus Himself said Matthew 

11;28. “Come to me all you who are weary and burdened and I will give you rest.” Refuge, 

protection, rest.   

Dear friends, all of these things speak of that deep inner need that we all have both spiritually and 

physically in this life. Even as we ourselves are tossed to and fro from one set of uncertain 

circumstances to the next! There are times when we seem to have it all worked out and then the 

bottom falls out of our self-sufficiency. Perhaps illness strikes ourselves, or someone we love. Maybe 

financial trouble. Or family turmoil. Marital strife. But whatever it is, it's the uncertainty of it all that 

tears us apart. That's why the old hymn says: ‘Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine. O what a foretaste of 

glory divine’. It's saying that in the midst of the uncertainties of life we can rest in the 

unchangingness and certainty of God, of which Jesus is our assurance!  

Can you see, that like Ruth we too were out in the wilderness of the world. Ignorant of God and His 

goodness to us till He comes to us through the love of His Son`s sacrifice, and brings us under His 



refuge and rescue us from our sin. Yes He draws us in and He spreads the corner of His garment over 

us and says you are alone no longer my child, be at rest. Be at peace. All will be well!  

Beloved, we will see that this is what Boaz is going to do for Ruth. In an extension of the protection 

and refuge of the great symbolic wings of God, Boaz says to Ruth as Jesus to the raging waters: 

“Peace, be still.” Yes, “Be still.” “Stop striving and know that he is God.”  

O Brothers and Sisters, even in the storms and trials of life, in Jesus we can have Peace. He hasn't left 

us; He never leaves us. He has spread the corner of his garment over us with His sacrifice. Yes He has 

bought us back, He has redeemed us with His Blood. He is our Kinsman Redeemer. Our nearest of 

kin. Who was prepared to pay the price for our sakes. Hallelujah; What a Saviour!  

Let's pray. 


