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Roy`s Sermon for 23/5/2021  

Ruth 1:9-15 Simple Service. And The Grip Of God`s Grace!  
 

Last time, in Jeremiah 6:16 we read: “This is what the Lord says: “Stand at the crossroads and look; 

ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is and walk in it, and you will find rest for your 

souls.” And also that Jesus said, “I am that way.”  Yes, many of us throughout our lives will stand at 

those crossroads many times. We have tragedies, and sometimes earth shattering events and 

experiences which occur, if not to us personally, then to our family or someone we love, and we are 

brought by God to that fork in the road!  The question is: Which way will we turn? And I'm sure that 

most of us would know of people who have been brought by God to that place of decision, that 

determining point in their lives, that crossroad, where God is telling them that it is now time to 

decide, which way will you go?  

I think of my own parent`s lives and of the many times which our Heavenly Father`s merciful 

Providence has come upon them, and yet their hearts remain closed to the message which is being 

sent to them. The message that life is slowly but surely passing away, and that each day brings them 

closer to life`s end, and death`s door! Psalm 34:8 says “taste and see that the Lord is good.” And 

they have,  in effect, tasted and seen. They have indeed experienced the goodness of the Lord. They 

have seen the lives of both of their sons changed. They have sat near to the door of mercy for nearly 

40 years, and yet there has been no change in their hearts. Words yes, but real change unto 

Salvation, no! Sadly, this is the experience of many of those whom we love. Family and friends. God's 

mercy comes to them in many forms and ways but they are stone dead to His Message.  

Brothers and sisters, those crossroads come and go throughout all of our lives, but eventually, life`s 

journey comes to an end. And then each of us must give an account to Him who holds our very 

breath, and eternal soul in the palm of His Hand. Yes we must give an account to Him for how we 

have, or have not responded to those many mercies to us!  

Well, now, not only Naomi, but Orpah and Ruth are standing at that same set of street lights. How 

will they respond to the open door and Hand of God? And indeed how will each of us respond to His 

call for service?  

So we pick up the narrative in Ruth 1:9-15 in a sermon which I have entitled “Simple Service; And 

The Grip Of God's Grace!” V9 we read: “May the Lord grant that each of you will find rest.”  Yet did 

you notice? It's not rest for your souls (as in Jeremiah 6:16a), it is only “in the home of another 

husband.” Now that's all well and good, but the women have expressed a heartfelt desire to go with 

Naomi. To even follow her wherever she goes. As their tears flow they say, “Take us with you.” And 

yet again her words are, “I hope you both fall into the arms of another husband.”  Friends, as I said 

last time that like Elimelech her husband, Naomi too seems to be taking the pragmatic approach. It 

may sound harsh, but in her thinking her journey will be far less complicated  if she can lighten the 

load. Maybe even cast off some unwanted baggage, we might say. Two Moabite daughters in-law 

will be hard to conceal. And of course, there will be all of those awkward questions.  

Beloved, the Christian life is not about pragmatism and tactical manoeuvres. You would think that no 

worse tactical move could ever be made, than the Redeemer King dying upon a symbol of death! But 

again, that's what faith is. Believing and doing that for which the world calls us fools, but our God 

calls us friend! “We will go back with you to your people,” they say.  
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Brothers and sisters, if someone came knocking on the door of our church and said, “I want to follow 

Jesus”, would we close the door? No. And if someone did I'd bring my chainsaw and cut a hole in the 

door! But can you see? That is what in effect is happening here. Sadly, Naomi can't see past the end 

of her own hardship and bitterness. Yes she had suffered much loss, terrible loss. So much so that 

she cannot see God's blessing right in front of her own nose. Yes there is important ministry here for 

her to do in God's Name, but she just can`t see it!  

This is how it can be at times. We pray, ‘Lord I want to serve you’, but we refuse to see what's in 

front of us. ‘Yes Lord I want to serve you, but I don't want to do that. Haven't you got something 

better? Something more important. Yes perhaps something which will give me a bit more credit. 

Something which lifts me a bit above the rest?’ Dear friends, I'm sure that none of us would ever say 

such things or even deliberately think them. But that is in effect what we can do. We can close the 

door in God`s Face for service, because we can think certain things are beneath us, or they are too 

hard, or we just couldn't be bothered, because we fail to see it as service to God!  

Let me relate a shameful experience of my own. Many years ago I preached at an Anglican service 

and as I finished preaching thinking, ‘I've done a good job’, a lady came and said there are dishes 

that need to be done. Well I thought to myself, I'm not washing dishes, I'm a preacher! You see, I 

quickly thought that ‘I'm a Preacher now, I`m not washing dishes. That is for other people!’ Well as is 

God's way when I got home He spoke to me of my pride and vanity. And I really did want to crawl 

under a rock! And if I had of known my Bible at all, I would have remembered that our Lord and 

Master was a washer of men`s dirty feet, not just dirty dishes! But having said that, you will all know 

that now if there is washing up to do, I've got my hands in the sink before anybody. You see we've all 

got to pray that God gives us eyes to see that it's all, simply service to Him! That sums up the whole 

Christian life in His mercy. Yes we simply need to have hearts which recognise His Providence to us 

for service. And when He sends it to us, to have a willing spirit, even in spite of our circumstances!  

As I said last time, Naomi who was full of family friends and life, (when her husband made that bad 

decision to go to Moab having left Bethlehem in Judah the promised land of Canaan,) was now 

empty. Yes God brought her low, but in her possession we will see that she had been given such a 

blessing by Him, which in many ways far outshone  all that she had lost!  

The text continues,  “She kissed them and they wept aloud and said to her, “We will go back with 

you to your people.” Can you see? Here is love and devotion. Here is family. They are both willing to 

leave all behind just to stay with her. But again, all Naomi can do here, is think of her own tragedy. 

Her own sadness. Even her own bitterness at the hand of God. She can't seem to see what is 

standing in front of her. And she also can't seem to grasp that these two women are heartbroken at 

the thought of leaving her. They've lost their husbands. They too are in mourning. Yes they too have 

experienced tremendous loss. The only thing which could be more tragic for them now is if they all 

go their separate ways! Ruth 1:11-13 we read: “But Naomi said, “Return home, my daughters. Why 

would you come with me? Am I going to have any more sons, who could become your husbands? 

Return home, my daughters, I am too old to have another husband. Even if I thought there was still 

hope for me, even if I had a husband tonight and then gave birth to sons, would you wait until they 

grew up? Would you remain unmarried for them? No, my daughters. It is more bitter for me than for 

you, because the Lord`s hand has gone out against me.”  I've lost my husband and two sons, I win! 

And to top it all off, it is God Himself who has done it to me!  

Now Beloved, I'm not making light of her tragedy. I would never pretend to understand anyone's 

personal heartbreak at the loss of a loved one. But it is clear here that her own pain and loss have 

blinded her to the pain and brokenness of her daughters-in-law. And may I suggest that her 
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pragmatism has also blinded her to her duty, and the blessing which now stands before her! And 

here's the thing: had both of those women done what she asked, she would never have played her 

role as mother-in-law to that woman through whom the very Christ Himself would come!  

You see brothers and sisters, sometimes the Lord lays something in front of us which seems menial 

and perhaps unimportant, and yet our faithfulness in that small insignificant thing may well be that 

through which God unleashes even greater service and indeed blessing, if we would but step 

through that door. And dear friends, most importantly, what we do need to see here is that God 

works for our good, even in spite of our failings!  She has forgotten that it was her husband's 

decision to leave the promised land for Moab. And it was her decision to stay after he died. And it 

was also, either her choosing, or her approval of her sons’ choices, to get Moabite women for their 

wives. And now those two loyal women stand before her. But again, she does not seem to grasp 

their pain!  

Well with one of the women at least, she gets her way. “At this they wept again.” So at this reality 

the two women are broken hearted once more. “Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-law goodbye.” In 

tears she had said that she would go back with Naomi “to her people.” Even those people and that 

land of God which were all foreign to her. Yes with tears she had made that declaration. But she 

leaves, walking out of the Bible never to be heard of again!  

When looking at this passage some years ago at Bible study I asked the question: how many women 

do you know named Orpah? None of us knew of even one! And may I suggest, that most people 

know of Orpah only as that other daughter in law, who left Naomi to return to Moab. And yet of the 

three women at our study years ago, two carried the legacy of the name Ruth! Sad isn't it? But dear 

friends, that is the Providence of God. It is hard for us to accept at times but the reality is, that God 

chooses some, and doesn't choose others.  

Matthew 24:36-41: “no one knows about that day or hour, not even the Angels in heaven, nor the 

Son, but only the Father. As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 

For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 

up until the day Noah entered the Ark, and they knew nothing about what would happen until the 

flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. Two men 

will be in the field, one will be taken and the other left. To women will be grinding with a hand mill, 

one will be taken and the other left.”  

Yes we have seen many times over the years that it is God's sovereign choice. We as believers are 

simply called by Him to be faithful and obedient to his Word and His Work and He will call His 

people. So we preach and we live the gospel, and when He places the door for service in front of us 

by His grace and mercy, through faith we walk through it!  

Yes at Naomi’s insisting Orpah walks out of the narrative and out of the Bible. Then we read five 

tremendously significant words: “But Ruth clung to her.” Friends, surely the love that this young 

woman showed her mother-in-law was far more than she deserved. Naomi had done everything to 

dissuade her. She'd used her pragmatic arguments. That she was too old to have another husband. 

Even if she found another husband tonight, would Ruth really wait 20 years for that child to grow 

that she might marry again to become a mother? ‘My pain is worse than yours because God's Hand 

is against me. Not you.’ And perhaps the most insensitive thing of all: “Look,” said Naomi, “Your 

sister is going back to her people and her gods.” Brothers and sisters, if we actually had someone 

who was reaching out to us from a false idolatrous religion, would we not reach out and grab them 

by their hand and drag them in? So swallowed up by her own circumstances, instead of wanting 
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Ruth to come with her to Bethlehem to God's Own land, Naomi wants her to go back to Moab and 

worship those things which are not God. Even those idols of Moab! But as I said before, notice how 

God's mercy works for our good even in spite of us.  

“But Ruth clung to her.” You know, there really is much in this clinging here by Ruth. There is a love 

and devotion here which really is extraordinary. May I even suggest, other worldly. Because there is 

a love here which not only transcends nations, (from Moab to Israel), but also life and death! 

Ephesians 2:1-2 “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins in which you used to live 

when you follow the ways of this world and of the ruler of the Kingdom of the air, the spirit who is 

now at work in those who are disobedient.” Yes there is no doubt in my mind that in Ruth's life, the 

Lord Jesus has been working a work of grace which has now brought her from death into life. Her 

sister-in-law Orpah, had now left their mother-in-law (at Naomi’s insistence) and yet she did leave. 

But Ruth will not be persuaded by any of Naomi’s seemingly sound arguments of reason. No, she will 

go the way of hardship, the way of uncertainty, the way of faith!  

Around 1300 years later in John 6:25, and following Jesus` explanation of Him being “the bread of 

life” and of the disciple`s need of feeding on Him the true sacrifice. Not bulls and goats etc, but His 

Body and His Blood, and the hardships which that would entail, nearly every one of the disciples left 

Him. Then in v67 of John 6, Jesus asked the apostles, ‘are you guys going to leave me too?’ Well 

Peter answers, “Lord, to whom shall we go? For you alone have words of eternal life.” And Jesus 

explains in v37 of John 6 “all that the father gives me will come to me and whoever comes to me I 

will never drive away.”  

Friends can you see? Ruth clearly is one of those who Jesus spoke of. She will not be dissuaded, she 

will not be put off; the hand of God's calling was upon her and she was destined for heaven!  

Brothers and sisters, why do we come week after week in a small yet growing group of believers? 

When it would be far easier to go and join one of the bigger churches, which perhaps humanly 

speaking are having more of an impact. But we haven't, and we won't. And you know why? Because 

like Ruth, God has laid His hand upon us. And although it says that “Ruth clung to Naomi,’ the reality 

is, that it was Jesus who clung to Ruth! He had laid His Hand upon her eternal soul. Yes she had been 

given to Jesus by God and He would never let her go! Yes in “Ruth`s clinging to Naomi” we see 

Christ`s clinging to us. Psalm 139:15-16 “My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the 

secret place, when I was woven together in the depths of the earth your eyes saw my unformed 

body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.”  

Beloved, there is tremendous assurance and reassurance for us here. Ephesians 1 tells us that Jesus 

chose us even before the creation of the world. Now I'm sure that all of us have had to hang on to 

someone or something tight. Whether it be a rope or a child's hand or bat or ball etc, and at first it's 

quite easy. There's not much pressure and our grip is strong, but overtime, that small bit of pressure 

doubles and then quadruples and so on. And then you have to change hands, and then you have to 

use both hands. Until finally, you can hold on no longer and your group is broken and you are forced 

let go. Well Beloved, the grip of Jesus is unto eternity. And He never lets us go. Yes He has our life, 

breath, and eternal life in the palm of His hand and He never let's go! When we are in the grip of His 

mercy and grace we are His for all time. Yes, “all that the Father gives me will come to me, and 

whoever comes to me I will never drive away.”  

Beloved, the grip of our glorious Saviour will never let us go. You see, it doesn't depend upon our 

grip on Him, but upon His grip on us! And although we have this picture of Ruth hanging on for dear 
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life and not wanting to let Naomi go, again, what we do need to see here is that it was the hand of 

Jesus upon Ruth, in the grip of His grace.  

Beloved, false religions are all about the strength and acts of devotion by their followers, in their 

attempts to work their way into their gods` good graces, in hope that one day they might be heard. 

But we are not like that. We work not in hope to be saved. We work, we follow, yes we respond to 

Jesus, because we are saved! As the old hymn goes: “So I will cling to the old rugged cross, till my 

trophies at last I lay down. I will cling to the old rugged cross, and exchange it someday for a Crown.”  

Yes we cling to Christ, because He clings to us! We are in the grip of His grace dear friends, and He 

will never let us go!  

Hallelujah, what a Saviour!  

Let's pray. 


