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Roy`s sermon for June 7th, 2020 

Pentecost Pt. 6. What Shall We Do?  
Last week`s message came to us from Acts 2:25-35 which I titled ‘Pentecost part 5: I have set the 

Lord always before me; and examine yourselves’. In this Peter continued to apply the prophecies of 

the Bible as having being fulfilled in Jesus! Verse 25: “David had set the Lord always before him.”  I 

explained that we can set so many things before us: family, friends, finances, recreation, retirement, 

all of which of themselves are fine. And yet they can take that place which only God should take in 

our lives because guidance, comfort, and assurance for this life and the next can only come from 

God through Jesus.  

Verse 25-26: “We won't be shaken” and our lives will rejoice. In death our “bodies will rest in hope” 

because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ! In verse 28 David wrote “You have made known to me 

the paths of life.” And we know that those paths are Christ himself. John 14:6 “I am the way and the 

truth and the life.” Verse 27 (speaking of Jesus) “nor will you let your Holy One see decay.”  Peter 

explains in verses 29-31 that David didn't write these things about himself because the king`s tomb 

and bones were with them in Jerusalem. Verse 31 “Seeing what was ahead, he spoke of the 

resurrection of Christ.” Yes, prophecy fulfilled in Jesus. Verse 32-33 “God has raised this Jesus to life. 

To His right hand.”  

Then finally from Psalm 110:1: “God said to Jesus ‘sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a 

footstool for your feet’.”  Peter’s goal was always to present the Bible`s prophecies as having all 

being fulfilled in Jesus, and to bring his hearers to repentance since they were responsible for His 

Blood! Yes in light of those truths examine yourselves this day.  

This is where we pick up Peter`s sermon at Pentecost in our final look at this event. The title of this 

sermon is ‘Pentecost Part 6: What shall we do?’ Acts 2:34-41. So, in verse 34 “The Lord said to my 

Lord sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.” So his brilliant 

exposition of prophecy fulfilled in Jesus Christ begins with Joel chapter 2:28-32, speaking of the Holy 

Spirit being poured out on all kinds of God`s people, which happened at Pentecost, in the preaching 

of the apostles and in the hearing of the crowd!   

Then Peter applies Psalm 16:8-11 as being fulfilled in the resurrection of Jesus, as I explained last 

week. Peter now again applies the scriptures Psalm 110:1 “The Lord said to my Lord, sit at my right 

hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.” But when did Jesus sit down at God`s right 

hand? Well the answer is simple: Peter has already told us in verse 33 “exalted to the right hand of 

God.” Also Acts chapter one confirms Mark 16:19 “after Jesus had spoken to them He was taken up 

into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God.” We have another example In the book of 

Hebrews where the writer`s goal is to lift Jesus eternally above all men, angels and every false deity. 

Hebrews chapter 1:3: “The sun is the radiance of God`s glory and the exact representation of His 

being, sustaining all things by the power of His word. After He had provided purification for sins, He 

sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.”  

So when did this prophecy from Psalm 110:1 (which Peter quotes in Acts 2:34-35) find its fulfilment? 

Well, of course, in Christ`s victory over sin at the cross!  

Friends, as I said last week, this simple fisherman,  through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, has just 

delivered one of the greatest theological expositions of the Bible. He had applied three separate 

prophecies which had spanned throughout a period of over 1000 years, to all be ultimately fulfilled, 
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at that moment, in Israel’s history. No, these men were not drunk as some laughed in verse 13: “this 

was what was spoken through the Prophet Joel.” And is fulfilled in your hearing.  

Then again, Peter saves his greatest blow until last in verse 36. He has been bringing them, (and you 

and I and everyone who has ever been born) to that place where we must each of us, personally, 

stand before the foot of Christ`s cross and take ownership of His spilled blood! Yes examine 

yourselves this day, Peter declares. Take note of the all-important New Testament link word 

‘therefore’ in verse 36.  It`s that summing up, bringing to the point, of all of that which has gone 

before, and again, applying those things personally to his hearers. Verse 36 “therefore, let all Israel 

be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”  

Well, what a message! As I mentioned some weeks ago there is no tiptoeing around who murdered 

Jesus here. No seeking to cover over whose hands had put Jesus to death. Before God they must give 

an account as must we all. In Mark 16:19 it was only after Jesus had made “purification for sin” did 

He “sit down at the right hand of God.” Beloved can you see that what Peter does for this great 

crowd of people, the gospel of Jesus has had to have done, to every person who calls themselves 

Christian.  

Christianity is not something which we do as though we were members of some kind of club. Like 

going to the football or the cricket. And don't laugh, because think about it: there has been a huge 

deal made about sports returning  from the lockdown restrictions, far more so than there has been 

for places of worship being opened up. No, Christianity is not something which we do: it is who we 

are at the very core of our being, if indeed we truly are for Christ!  Ephesians 1:4 “He chose us in 

Jesus before the creation of the world.”  

Peter`s goal has been to bring them back in repentance to Christ`s Cross! No doubt many in that 

crowd would have stood before Jesus as He hung up on the cross at Calvary. They would have felt 

the quake and seen those other signs in the creation and yet to no avail, because they had not met 

Him personally in their hearts. But now they had been confronted with the biblical evidence, and 

also had been shown their own blood stained hands. Yes “therefore let all Israel be assured of this.” 

Let there be no mistake, Peter says. Let there be no doubt in anyone`s mind, that this man and this 

man alone, is that Very One whom God spoke of throughout the millennia, and there will be no 

other! “God has made this Jesus whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” This was God`s doing, 

Peter declares. I'm not Speaking of humanistic things. I am telling you of the things which have come 

from God. You saw the evidence and yet you murdered Him nonetheless.  

Beloved, I've said it before, we must all be confronted with this truth, there is no escaping it try as 

we might. Without the cross, the death, the resurrection and the ascension of Jesus applied to our 

lives, we are all on the road to hell! Look again at the words “God has made Him both Lord and 

Christ.” So both Ruler and Saviour. All the authority of the universe flows from Him. John 1:1-5 “in 

the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God. He was with God in 

the beginning through Him all things were made. Without Him nothing was made that has been 

made. In Him was life and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness but the 

darkness has not understood it.”  

Yes, all authority flows from Him. And also all Mercy and Salvation are found in Him. He is both King 

and Redeemer. Acts 4:12 “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 

given to men by which we must be saved.” Job 19:25-27 “For I know that my Redeemer lives and 

that in the end he will stand up on the earth. And after my skin has been destroyed yet in my flesh I 
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will see him. With my own eyes I and not another. How my heart yearns within me.” Yes He will 

“stand up on the earth” “As both Lord and Christ” both Ruler and Redeemer!!   

Can you imagine the mood in the crowd at that moment? Those thousands of people who had been 

living in their comfortable law keeping lives, in their vanity and their self-sufficiency, and in the 

boasting of their of their ancestry. Well now they had been assaulted with the truth, that apart from 

Jesus, they were lost. And perhaps even more to the point, they were responsible for putting Him to 

death!  

Brothers and sisters, I know that I've said it many times over the past weeks, but we all need to be 

confronted and reminded continually of this truth. Jesus` Blood is on our hands. The question which 

matters is: how do we respond to this truth? Acts 2 verse 37 “When the people heard this they were 

cut to the heart.” Friends can you see, here is the correct response. “They were cut to the heart.” 

True contrition comes with a change of heart. There had been a stirring from within them. The 

waters of their souls had been disturbed by God! This was not one of those modern day altar calls 

when a bunch of friends go down the front and collectively make their decisions for Jesus, which 

amount to nothing, no.  

In Genesis 1:2 we read “now darkness was over the surface of the deep and the Spirit of God was 

hovering over the waters.” Well that's what was happening on the day of Pentecost. But God`s Spirit 

was hovering over the waters of their souls. Until, as in Genesis 1:3 “God said let there be light.” 

Then they were truly illuminated to the wretched state of their lost souls, and they were “cut to the 

heart.” “They said to Peter and the other apostles brothers what shall we do?” Brethren can you 

see? The desire to know Jesus does not have us rest in the same place where it found us. “What shall 

we do?” Now it's not that there is something which we can do that will cleanse ourselves from sin, 

no. It's how do we need to respond to this news, this truth, that we now understand about who 

Jesus is , that He is “both Lord and Christ.”  

Yes there must be a response, a  response which lasts a lifetime! There are no such things as part 

time, seasonal, or one time Christians. It is the response of a daily submission to this One who is 

“both Lord and Christ”; of both bending the knee and submitting the heart. “Brothers what shall we 

do?” Verse 38 “Peter replied ‘repent and be baptised every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 

for the forgiveness of your sins’”.  Beloved it is tragic that repentance seems to have almost 

disappeared from the message of the gospel today. But friends where did the gospel message really 

begin, and what was first preached at each beginning? Matthew 3:12 “in those days John the Baptist 

came preaching in the desert of Judea saying repent for the Kingdom of heaven is near.” And then 

after John had been imprisoned by Herod, that One whom he had paved and prepared the road for, 

took the baton, and what did he preach? Matthew 4:17  “from that time on Jesus began to preach 

repent, for the Kingdom of heaven is near.”  

Now in Acts 2,  in response to the believers being “cut to the heart,” with them asking “brothers 

what shall we do?”, Peter replies “repent”. So having been “cut to the heart” there must now be a 

change of direction in their lives. As I mentioned earlier the message of Jesus` Gospel should not 

leave us comfortably in the same place in our lives. We can't come to the Cross of Jesus with all our 

baggage of sin and remain unmoved, unchanged. 1 John 1:8 “If we claim to be without sin we 

deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.” Sadly, there is much self-deception amongst churches 

today. The revealing of our sin to us must give birth to the desire to respond and live aright before 

God. Repentance is the beginning of the stirrings of those righteous desires. “What must we do?” 

Repent. Turn around 180 degrees and go the other way because the way that you are living in your 
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religiousness is taking you down the path to hell. “Repent and be baptised every one of you in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  

Now I’m not going to spend much time in regard to being baptised and the receiving of the Holy 

Spirit in this sermon. Suffice it to say that there were many signs which the apostles did that 

heralded their ministry that are not applicable to us today! Baptism today, (physical baptism) is an 

outward sign of an inward work. The Holy Spirit had stirred them to repentance, which then lead 

them to being baptised. Jesus had washed them from within with His Spirit, so they are now called 

by Peter to ratify that movement by God`s Spirit, by making a public declaration of that cleansing, in 

an external profession of faith! But what's most important to take note of here, is that the baptism is 

now to be done in the Name of Jesus Christ.     

Sadly, amidst disagreement and people’s position on baptism the most important aspect of baptism 

here is often missed: what Peter is doing here is pointing them all to Christ, His cross, and their 

responsibility for His death. It’s the fact that Jesus has cleansed them that the baptism is now to be 

acknowledged in His Name. 

So in closing the question remains for you: what shall you do in response to this God-man Jesus 

Christ? 

Let’s pray.  


