
When we listen to the news and hear of the 

unrelenting spread of Covid-19 and the 

resulting death toll, the closing of so many 

businesses putting thousands of people out 

of work , the continuing unrest  in relation 

to “black lives matter”  and the devastation 

happening around from natural disasters; 

the questions posed by the chosen writer 

for this week’s newsletter struck a chord 

with me “God……: Where are you? Why did 

You allow this? What kind of good can come 

out of this?

10 Questions Jesus Asked (and Why They 

Matter Today)

Cindi McMenamin Crosswalk.com Contributing Writer 

We often have questions of God, questions like: Where 
are you? Why did You allow this? What kind of good can 
come out of this?

God has questions of us, as well, not because He 
doesn’t know the answers. He knows all things. The 
questions God asked throughout Scripture, in both the 
Old and New Testaments, were to get us to think, to 
repent, and to return. 

God’s first question was to Adam in Genesis 3:9: Where 
are you? All the other questions He asked of mankind 
were similar, as if to say: What is going on in your 
heart? Who are you listening to? What are you believing 
about Me that is not true?

Here are 10 questions Jesus—God in the flesh—asked 
in Scripture and how those questions still apply to us 
today:

1. Who do you say I am?

Many people were confused about Jesus’ identity. Some 
people were saying He was Elijah. Others said He was 
Jeremiah or a prophet. Some believed He was a good 
teacher or a great magician. Jesus asked this question of 
His followers in Matthew 16:15, not for His own 
affirmation, but because who they believed He was 
would make all the difference in their lives. He wanted 
them to be able to answer the question accurately. 

Who do you say that Jesus is? A good man? A great 
teacher? One of many ways to heaven? Or do you say 
He is the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6), as 
Jesus described Himself? I want my answer to be like 
Peter’s as recorded in Matthew 16:16: “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Or, may it be more 
personal, like Thomas’ declaration in John 20:28 (but 
without having to “feel” Jesus to know He is real): “My 
Lord and My God!” 

2. Do you believe? 

Many people came to Jesus asking for something: a 
miracle, a healing, a free lunch. Jesus challenged them 
with this question to expose their motives. Did they 
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want a hand-out or did they truly believe Who He was 
and what He could do? 

When we come to God with our shopping lists, the 
question that remains on Jesus’ heart is “Do you 
believe?” Jesus said in Matthew 21:22: “If you believe, 
you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer.”  Let’s 
not be like the double-minded one in James 1:6-8 who 
doubts and is “like a wave of the sea blown and tossed 
by the wind.” May our response to Him be like that of 
the demon-possessed boy’s father who replied honestly 
in Mark 9:24: “I do believe; help me 
overcome my unbelief!” 

3. Do you want to get well? 

This seemed like an odd question for Jesus to ask a man 
who had been an invalid for 38 years. The man had 
been lying by the pool of Bethesda waiting to be cured 
by a Spirit that would occasionally stir up the waters. 
Jesus wanted to know if the man knew what he wanted. 

That man might have been so wrapped up in his 
unfortunate situation that he identified himself as “the 
one who has been here the longest” or “the one who 
was the worst off.” (John 5:1-15) If Jesus cured him, 
who would he be? 

When we complain to God about our circumstances or 
give Him excuses as to why we are still in the same 
place, spiritually or emotionally, year after year, 
perhaps the question He still aims at our hearts is Do 
you want to get well? Do you want to move forward, 
spiritually? Do you want to make progress emotionally? 
Do you want to go to a new place where God can be 
your all-in-all, not the situation that you have let define 
you? 

May our response to His question be: Lord Jesus, I want 
You. Open my eyes to see You for Who You are. Open 
my ears to hear Your voice. Heal my legs so I can follow 
You. Heal my heart so I can love You more.

4. Why are you so afraid? 

In Matthew 8:26, Jesus asked His followers why they 
were so afraid their boat would overturn on account of 
some wind and waves, especially since He was right 
there in the boat with them. Certainly, if the Son of God 
was in their midst, they would safely get to the other 
side of the lake. 

You and I have Jesus with us in every circumstance we 
encounter. Furthermore, He has promised to never 
leave us or desert us. (Hebrews 13:5) So, what are we 
so afraid of? I want my answer to be Forgive me, Lord, 
for fearing that anything is stronger than You or outside 
of Your control.

5. Why did you doubt? 

It’s easy to believe in God when we’re asking for our 
daily bread and for God to bless our jobs and keep our 
families safe, but what about when God asks you to do 
the impossible?   

When Jesus’ disciples saw Jesus walking on the water in 
the midst of a storm, they were terrified and thought he 
was a ghost. Then, Peter said, “Lord, if it’s you tell me to 
come to you on the water.”  (Matthew 14:26) 

Jesus told him to “Come.” Scripture tells us “Then Peter 
got down out of the boat, walked on the water, and 
came toward Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was 
afraid, and beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” 
Immediately, Jesus reached out his hand and caught 
him.  “You of little faith,” he said, “why did you 
doubt?”  (Matthew 14:29-31) 

Are you still doubting Jesus after what You’ve seen Him 
accomplish in the Scriptures and in your life? If Jesus 
can walk on the water, turn water into wine, and give 
you living water, surely He can keep you from the 
waters that threaten to rock your boat. 

6. Do you still not see or understand? 



Jesus likely asked this question in Mark 8:17 out of 
frustration. No matter what they saw Him do, His 
disciples still didn’t get it. Jesus had just fed four 
thousand people with seven loaves of bread and a few 
fish. 

Prior to that, he had fed another 5,000 with just five 
loaves of bread and two fish, healed a deaf and mute 
man, cast a demon out of a young girl just by saying the 
words, and walked on water in front of them while they 
watched from a storm-tossed boat! What more did they 
need to see to understand that He was the Son of God? 

What have you seen Jesus do? How many coincidences 
do you have to experience to know His hand is working 
in your life and circumstances? How many times does 
He have to come through for you financially to make 
you trust His provision? 

May our answer to His question be: Open my eyes to 
see You for who You really are and to never again doubt 
Your presence, Your power, or Your provision. 

7. Are you also going to leave? 

Jesus said some things that were pretty hard for people 
of His day to swallow. He said things like “anyone who 
eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I 
will raise that person at the last day. (John 6:54, NLT) 
Scripture tells us, “At this point many of his disciples 
turned away and deserted him. Then Jesus turned to 
the Twelve and asked, “Are you also going to leave?” 
(John 6:66-67) 

 Jesus’ words – and much of the New Testament letters 
– are especially difficult for people today. His words 
seemed intolerant, his ideas radical, His statements, at 
times, seemed judgmental. Wouldn’t you rather have a 
God you can conform to your own image, one who goes 
along with everything you believe is right today? Are 
you also going to leave? May our response be as pure 
and undefiled as Simon Peter’s in verse 68: “Lord, to 
whom would we go? You have the words that give 
eternal life.” 

8. What does Scripture say? 

Scripture tells us in Luke 10:23-28 that an expert in the 
law stood up to test Jesus and asked Him what he must 
do to inherit eternal life.  Jesus answered the question 
by asking the religious leader a question, “What is 
written in the Law? How do you read it?”  When the 
man quoted the Greatest Commandment, Jesus replied, 
“Do this and you will live.” 

Scripture is our sole authority today. It is referred to as 
the living Word of God and Second Timothy 3:16-17 
tells us “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the servant of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 

When you’re in a predicament, when you have to 
choose between offending someone else or offending 
God, when you have to draw a line in the sand, instead 
of asking, “What would Jesus do?” and taking your best 
guess, ask instead, “What do the Scriptures say?” After 
all, that is what Jesus would say if you asked Him what 
He would do. 

9. Who touched me? 

In a crowded place, where people were brushing up on 
all sides of Him, Jesus asked this question, not because 
He didn’t know who touched him, but because He 
wanted everyone else to know. Jesus was well aware of 
the woman who had been haemorrhaging for 12 long 
years and had spent every last cent she owned trying to 
get well, but only got worse. 

He knew she was desperate to be healed. He knew 
what she risked by going out in public and touching a 
Rabbi, which would, under Jewish law, make Him 
ceremoniously unclean. Jesus asked the question 
because He wanted her to speak up. He wanted her 
story to be told.  

In Mark 5:33, we read, “then the woman, knowing what 
had happened to her, came and fell at his feet and, 
trembling with fear, told him the whole truth.” She told 
her story—publicly. Everyone there suddenly knew who 
she was, what her condition had been, and how she had 
been healed by simply touching Jesus’ garment. 

Have you experienced Jesus’ healing touch? Has He 
forgiven you and given you a new lease on life? Then 
tell your story so God will be glorified. 



10. Do you love me? 

Jesus asked this of Peter, not once, but three times, 
after his disciple–who claimed to be the most loyal of 
the bunch–had three times publicly denied knowing 
Jesus on the night of his arrest and crucifixion. Jesus 
asked this question three times as a gift to Peter. He 
giving him the chance to three times reaffirm his love 
for his Lord, after having blown it a few days earlier. 
(John 21:15-17) 

Have you blown it with Christ, too? It’s never too late to 
reaffirm your love for Him. Jesus said in Matthew 
22:37 that the greatest commandment is to “Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind.” His question to Peter 
penetrates our hearts daily as we are faced with a 
choice: Will we follow Him or the world? Him or our 
money? Him or another love? Do you love Me? How I 
long for my answer to be: Yes, Lord, more than 
anything. “Whom have I in heaven but You and earth 
has nothing I desire besides you.” (Psalm 73:25) 

PRAYER 
Lord Jesus, I want You.

 Open my eyes to see You for Who You are.  

Open my ears to hear Your voice.  

Heal my legs so I can follow You.  

Heal my heart so I can love You more. 

 Amen

MUSIC 
To God Be the Glory is a hymn with lyrics by Fanny 
Crosby and tune by William Howard Doane, first 
published in 1875. 

In 1954 Cliff Barrows, song leader for Billy Graham, was 
handed a copy with the suggestion that it be added to 
the song book for the London Crusade. It was so 
popular that he included it again later that year in the 
Crusade in Nashville, Tennessee. The audience 
responded enthusiastically and from that time on, he 
used it regularly. With this exposure, the song rapidly 
became familiar to a Christians worldwide and is 
included in most modern hymnals.[ 

https://youtu.be/ukQajOmgDGk

Thousands of churches across the world produce a 
weekly bulletin for their congregation. They are 
informative, functional, and never get a second 
look. But every now and then one gets published 
that no one has ever checked and produces what 
can only be described as a blooper. Most are small 
and go unnoticed. But some are funny, some are 
embarrassing, while some are downright hilarious. 
Please read these, enjoy them, and share them 
with someone from your church who needs a good 
laugh! 

1. Due to the Rector’s illness, Wednesday’s 
healing services will be discontinued until 
further notice. 

2. For those of you who have children and 
don’t know it, we have a nursery down 
stairs. 

3. Today’s Sermon: How Much Can a Man 
Drink? with hymns from a full choir. 

4. The Ladies Bible Study will be held Thursday 
morning at 10. All ladies are invited to lunch 
in the Fellowship Hall after the B.S. is done. 



5. Applications are now being accepted for 2-
year-old nursery workers. 

6. Tuesday at 4PM there will be an ice cream 
social. All ladies giving milk will please come 
early. 

7. The pastor will preach his farewell message, 
after which the choir will sing, “Break Forth 
Into Joy.” 

8. Thursday night: Potluck supper – Prayer and 
medication to follow. 

9. Twenty-two members were present at the 
church meeting held at the home of Mrs. 
Marsha Crutchfield last evening. Mrs. 
Crutchfield and Mrs. Rankin sang a duet, 
The Lord Knows Why. 

10. The Rev. Merriwether spoke briefly, much 
to the delight of the audience. 

11. This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs. 
Lewis to come forward and lay an egg on 
the altar. 

12. Bertha Belch, a missionary from Africa, will 
be speaking tonight at Calvary Methodist. 
Come hear Bertha Belch all the way from 
Africa. 

13. Next Sunday Mrs. Vinson will be soloist for 
the morning service. The pastor will then 
speak on “It’s a Terrible Experience.” 

14. Don’t miss this Saturday’s exhibit by 
Christian Martian Arts. 

15. On a church bulletin during the minister’s 
illness: GOD IS GOOD; Dr. Hargreaves is 
better. 

16. If you would like to make a donation, fill out 
a form, enclose a check, and drip in the 
collection basket. 

17. Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were 
married on October 24 in the church. So 
ends a friendship that began in their school 
days. 

18. The ushers will come forward and take our 
ties and offerings. 

19. The rosebud on the altar this morning is to 
announce the birth of David Alan Belzer, the 
sin of Reverend and Mrs. Julius Belzer. 

20. Please place your donation in the envelope 
along with the deceased person(s) you want 
remembered. 

21. Let us join David and Lisa in the celebration 
of their wedding and bring their happiness 
to a conclusion. 

22. Helpers are needed! Please sign up on the 
information sheep. 

23. Diana and Don request your presents at 
their wedding. 

24. The concert held in Fellowship Hall was a 
great success. Special thanks are due to the 
minister’s daughter, who laboured the 
whole evening at the piano, which as usual 
fell upon her. 

25. The outreach committee has enlisted 25 
visitors to make calls on people who are not 
afflicted with any church 

RECIPE 
A recipe this week from Alison’s book of 
“Favourite Recipes” from the Presbyterian 
Women’s Association book of 1992. 

APPLE CAKE DESSERT 

115g (4 oz) butter:
 ½ cup sugar:  
1 egg:  
1 ½ cups plain flour: 
2 teaspoons cinnamon: 2 tablespoons allspice: 
 4 large apples

METHOD 
Mix butter and sugar, add egg, then fold in the flour and 
spices.  Roll out half the mixture to fit lamington tray. 
Add 4 large apples stewed and then roll out other half 
mixture and spread on top.  Bake for 30-35 minutes in a 
moderate oven.  Cut into squares and serve warm or 



cold with whipped cream or ice-cream.  The pastry is 
very dark and doesn’t look anything on presentation, 
but it is a big winner with family and guests. 

Over the last several weeks, some of our 
church members have requested the SCPC 
bank details to allow continued Giving during 
these difficult times.  

The relevant information is BSB 032-701 and 
Account Number 753335. 

In addition, and as advised previously, 
opportunities for Giving will be provided at all 
our future Fellowship events. 

BIBLE TRIVIA 

1. In the book of Daniel, the beast is 
described as being swift as what animal? 

Answer:  

2. Jesus is often referred to as being what 
animal? 

Answer:  

3. Finish the Beatitude” Blessed are they 
that who hunger and thirst after 
righteousness….? 

Answer:  

4. Finish the Beatitude “Blessed are the 
merciful….? 

Answer:  

5. Finish the Beatitude “Blessed are the 
pure in heart….?  

Answer:  

{Answers Next Week} 

ISSUE TWENTY-ONE ANSWERS 

1. Whose father tied him up and put him on 
the alter as a sacrifice until Jehovah 
provided a sheep? 

Answer: Isaac

2. Who is the wife of Jacob? 
Answer: Rachel

3. Which Midianite woman married 
Moses? 

Answer: Zipporah 

4. What girl was offered as a sacrifice by 
her father? 

Answer: Jephthah’s daughter

5. Which Egyptian wife caused Joseph to 
be thrown into prison?  

Answer: The wife of Potiphar


