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Roy`s Sermon for March 14, 2021  

Ruth 1:1 ‘Just A While: By Faith And Not By Sight!’ 
 

In Joshua chapter 24:19-27 we read, “Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the Lord. 

He is a Holy God, he is a jealous God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins. If you forsake 

the Lord and serve foreign gods, He will turn and bring disaster on you and make an end of you, after 

He has been good to you.” But the people said to Joshua, “No, we will serve the Lord.” Then Joshua 

said,” You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen to serve the Lord.” “Yes, we are 

witnesses”, they replied. “Now then”, said Joshua, “Throw away the foreign gods that are among 

you and yield your heart to the Lord, the God of Israel”, and the people said to Joshua, “We will 

serve the Lord our God and obey him.” On that day Joshua made a covenant for the people, and 

there at Shechem and he drew up for them decrees and laws. And Joshua recorded these things in 

the book of the Law of God. Then he took a large stone and set it up there under the oak near the 

holy place of the Lord. “See,” he said to all the people, “This stone will be a witness against us. It has 

heard all the words the Lord has said to us. It will be a witness against you if you are untrue to your 

God.”   

So there is a universal rededication by the people of Israel to serve God alone. But then over the 

next 325 years there is nothing but rebellion by these people who had so committed themselves 

solely to God! There would be, during this period of time, a sad pattern which would emerge. God's 

blessing would be poured out upon his ungrateful people, and then in their rebellious familiarity 

they would treat with contempt the Lord`s benevolent goodness to them, by forsaking Him as God, 

and embracing the idols of Egypt and also the gods of all the lands, which they, by God's grace, had 

taken possession of!  

During these years God would raise up what were known as Judges. Men who would govern and 

lead the people. And while that judge lived, generally, there would a time of peace and faithfulness. 

But as soon as that person died, the people would become even more perverse in idolatry and 

sexual immorality. (These two sins seem to go hand in hand!) It was a tremendously wicked and evil 

time. And if there was one statement which marked those days so clearly it is this: Judges 21:25 “In 

those days Israel had no King, everyone did as he saw fit.” The Bible commentator Ian Duguid 

explains the downward spiral of those years. The first judge Othniel was a really good man who 

sought to follow God heart and soul, whereas the last judge Samson really was a complete dirtbag! 

He did just about everything which was against his Godly calling. As a Nazarite, he should have had 

nothing to do with dead things, but he eats honey out of the dead carcass of a lion. He should have 

had nothing to do with the Philistines, but he chooses a Philistine to be his wife. He was not 

supposed to drink alcohol, so he organises a grog fest for his future parents in-law. And during his 

life Israel did not enjoy the time of peace and blessing which they did during the time of the other 

judges.  

Yes, “In those days Israel had no King, everyone did as he saw fit.” Does it sound familiar? Well, it 

should, because these are the days in which we are living!  Has there ever been a time during which 

this statement was more true? There is no respect for those who keep the law. They are even 

treated with less respect than an ordinary citizen. They are sworn at, spat at, mocked and ridiculed 

and their testimony seems to be of less value than the criminals that they deal with. Teachers too 

have had their authority taken away. There seems to be no right and wrong anymore. Indeed there 

is no such thing as male or female anymore. Such is the evil, the great evil of the days in which we 
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live. If someone commits a crime it is never their fault: something made them do it. A woman drives 

her car into the lake killing three out of four of her children, (one miraculously survives) and 

astoundingly she gets only 26 years prison for those three young lives! But on appeal, some so-called 

judge (who supposedly upholds the law of the land) declares that 26 years is inhumane punishment 

since she saw her husband killed in her former country. So now it's 22 years. Seven years and four 

months for each child! Someone is out on bail for repeatedly sexually assaulting his partner and 

while he is, he knocks an unsuspecting man to the ground cracking his skull. So a judge gives him bail 

again.  

Yes , “everyone does as he sees fit.” We are no longer able to say ‘he’ or ‘she’ because it's offensive. 

Yet in Genesis 1:27 we read: “And God said, “Let us make man in our image.” So God created man in 

his image. In the image of God he created them. Male and female created he them.” But now 

individuals are no longer male and female as God created them to be. We must wait for them to 

decide what they are! Astonishingly, parents raised their children gender-neutral. What a 

blasphemy! What a  contemptuous denial of truth, God`s Own Truth.  

Yes, these are the kinds of days in which Ruth, and we ourselves are living. And there is one 

particular theme among others, which flows through this book.  It is that it was always God's 

intention to call His People, not only from Israel, but from the four corners of the whole world!  And 

also, that through the simple obedient faith of a non- Israelite woman, God would in effect change 

the world!  

We may think at times that we are insignificant. What can I do for the Lord? How can I show my 

gratitude to the One who has paid the price for my eternal soul? Even dragging me out of the pit of 

hell?  Well, we will see that the way God worked through Ruth was not by the signs and wonders, 

which are so craved, professed and even demanded today by many who claim and preach Jesus. But 

through her simple loving devotion and obedience to her now destitute and bereaved mother-in-

law, Naomi!  

And so it begins: Ruth 1:1 ‘Just For A While: By Faith And Not By Sight!’  V1 “In the days when the 

judges ruled there was famine in the land, and a man from Bethlehem in Judah, together with his 

wife and two sons, went to live for a while in the country of Moab.” Now the first thing we need to 

understand is that these two nations were sworn and bitter enemies. The Moabites were descended 

from the incestuous union between Abraham's nephew Lot and his eldest daughter. They were 

enemies of Israel when God's People came up out of Egypt during the Exodus, and the Moabite 

women seduced the Israelite men into having adulterous relations with them. And in so doing, led 

them, (ever willingly it seems), down the path of spiritual idolatry in the worship of the false and 

foreign gods!  

Did you notice in the passage from Joshua 24 that even from the time of the Exodus right up until 

the end of Joshua's leadership, the people, who had claimed God by name, (even believing that the 

surrounding nations had no right to Him), had these blasphemous images among them and actually 

had to be told, “to get rid” of them. So the first thing we learn here, even before we get into the 

text, is how prone or bent we are to believing other things or other people which are not God! Yes 

with the right time and circumstances we are ever willing it seems, just like the Israelites were, to 

abandon those things and that God to whom we have sworn allegiance. Even that One to whom we 

have dedicated our whole lives!  

The way which we must combat these kinds of attacks upon our faith and anchor in God is by 

remembering who we are, and how far we have come by His Grace in our walk with Him! Yes 
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remembering who we were when He laid His Merciful Hand upon our lives. Even His Almighty and 

Merciful Hand of Salvation!  

Over and over again we can read of men looking back in reflection over their lives of God's tender 

hand upon them throughout the scriptures. Yes, remembering who God is, and who they are and 

how far they have come, in spite of their many failures!  

And so we read in Ruth 1:1 “In the days when the judges ruled there was a famine in the land and a 

man from Bethlehem in Judah, together with his wife and two sons, went to live for a while in the 

country of Moab.” In our Bible study group, the first observation was expressed by our friend 

Leonard. Leonard observed that since there was a famine, why don't we read of the people praying 

in repentance?  But we need to understand, brothers and sisters, that unlike today the people then 

rightly saw God's Hand in everything. So if He withheld the rains and the ground dried up and the 

crops didn't grow, it was a given that God was displeased with them and was calling them to 

repentance! God's People understood that the so-called natural disasters of today were not natural 

at all because they were supernatural, since they were ordained by God. Yes, God was telling His 

people that it was time for personal and national repentance. So if the rains fall and the crops grow 

in abundance then that is God's blessing. But if the opposite occurs, then clearly those things occur 

as God's judgement.  

We cannot understand this in any other way, because, if Hebrews 13:8 tells us ‘Jesus Christ is the 

same yesterday today and forever” and it is true, then we too must see the floods, the famines, the 

droughts, and any other violent extreme in the created order, as the Hand of God calling humanity 

back to Himself in repentance, and nothing else!  This current God-sent pandemic is case in point.  

Beloved there really needs to be in Australia today confession by those in the positions of theological 

power and authority for their silence over so much which is occurring in our Nation Today. Our land 

is speeding along and down the road of sexual and moral perversion, spiralling downwards towards  

spiritual oblivion. The godlessness of those in political positions of power and authority of recent 

years is astounding. The amoral push and homosexualization, even the denial of God’s created order  

of man, woman and child, (and which has even been embraced by many of those who profess an 

even preach Christ) is beyond belief!  

Beloved, Christian churches in Australia are declining today because we have forgotten God. And He 

is calling out to us through  the droughts, and through the floods and through this pandemic. And it 

is time to return to Him! And why is the church so hard of hearing? Well, it's because we have filled 

our ears with so many other voices and theories. Yes it does seem that we are far more ready to 

listen to the voice of the weatherman than we are to the voice of God in His Word!  

Yes, “In those days Israel had no King; everyone did as he saw fit.”  “In those days when the judges 

ruled there was a famine in the land and a man from Bethlehem in Judah, together with his wife and 

two children, went to live for a while in the country of Moab.” We need to ask ourselves: Was this 

man’s action a prudent thing or a godly thing? Was it an act of cautious provision or spiritual 

betrayal? Was everybody leaving Bethlehem? Was everyone abandoning the ship? Well, the answer 

is no. So why then did this man, whose name was Elimelech, (which means my God is King); why did 

he whose name, whose very name swears allegiance to God, see it as a good move to go to the land 

of the sworn enemies of the people of that same God?  

The answer I believe lies in those words “for a while.” You see, it's interesting that the name 

Bethlehem symbolises the place of bread, or House of food. So in the place of food there was no 

bread. And there is no doubt that the times were difficult. Perhaps even very severe. But again, the 



4 
 

question is: Was everybody leaving? And again the answer is no. There were many who stayed and 

would wait upon God and His blessing to return to His people once they had repented. But not 

Elimelech! So was he destitute? Well, no. He was a man of property. Was he starving? Well no. It 

does seem that the reason he is making this move is for comfort. Perhaps even lifestyle. You see the 

words say, “went to live for a while.” This phrase suggests that this was a financial choice. Perhaps 

like wealthy people who spend a few months in their summer or winter home to escape the climate. 

Now yes there was a famine but was he starving? I do not believe so. No, it does seem very clear 

that he was going there to weather the storm. Yet in reality what he was doing was turning his back 

on God!  

Beloved, there is an important lesson here for us to learn. There will be many times as Christians 

throughout our lives when it seems a good tactical move to turn our back on God, “for a while.” But 

as we will see in future talks, that “for a while” can soon turn into an eternity! Perhaps it's when we 

are having a couple of drinks with Pagan friends and our language begins to slide. Maybe the people 

we are spending time with are very anti- Christian so we keep silent, while convincing ourselves that 

standing up for Jesus would only be creating walls between ourselves and them and not ‘building 

bridges’, as the saying goes. And perhaps it`s simply anytime which places us in the firing line for the 

sake of our Saviour.  

Dear friends, whenever that time is, and whatever the shape or form it takes, we need to 

understand that the cost is far too great. And as with Elimelech, our “for a while” can turn into a 

whole lifetime! It's like staying away from worship and Bible study. At first it may feel like a 

liberating, even an unburdening thing. I`ll just go to the beach or fishing or surfing. I'll go play golf. I'll 

just sit at home and watch the television. And today during the pandemic I'll even just get my 

Christian insight my fix, my Christian taste once a week on TV every Sunday morning. I've even heard 

of people calling themselves Christians say they are ‘having a break’. What does that even mean? 

And as I've said before, if you're on your break and Jesus returns what will you say? ‘Yes I'm all for 

you Lord, I was just on a break’.  

Yes, the problem is that your “for a while” can turn into an eternity. And that is Satan's goal!  And 

soon that initial feeling of liberation and unburdening begins to weigh heavy upon your life. And 

worse still, you have indeed been set free. Set free and cut off from the Salvation through Jesus 

which could be yours!  

Brothers and sisters, Elimelech`s problem it seems, (even as we are all in danger of doing so in our 

godless Nation today), is that he was living by sight and not by faith! And you know, it is so easy to 

do. Our current situations and circumstances can close in on us. And we can begin to forget that 

there is Someone far greater than ourselves in control. Isaiah 46:8-10: “Remember this, fix it in 

mind, take it to heart, you rebels. Remember the former things, those of long ago. I am God, and 

there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me, I make known the end from the beginning, 

from ancient times, what is still to come. I say, my purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please.”  

Yes we can feel that we need to take control or else everything is going to go to hell in a handbag 

(but of course we are wrong). But that is what Satan wants us to believe. That God doesn't care. 

That`s if He even exists at all! Dear friends, that's what faith is, Believing without seeing. Not 

believing without evidence, there is an eternity of difference. One calls us to be fools, while the 

other calls us to trust in that which we know to be true. We see the evidence of God everywhere in 

His creation. We see His evidence in the transformed lives of His people. We see the evidence of God 

in the final words of those who are put to death for their faith. And we see the evidence of God in 
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the final words of his Son upon the cross as He cries out “Father forgive them for they know not 

what they do.”  

Finally we see the evidence of God in a stone that was rolled away and an empty tomb! But yes we 

are called to live by faith and not by sight. We are called to trust in Him and not be twisted and 

turned around by our current circumstances. Again, that turning aside “for while” can so easily turn 

into an eternity!  

Genesis 15-1 “after this the word of Lord came to Abraham in a vision, “Do not be afraid Abraham. I 

am your shield your very great reward.” Then Genesis 15:6 “Abraham believe the Lord and it was 

credited to him as righteousness.” Why “was it credited to Abraham as righteousness”? Because he 

lived by faith and not by sight! Yes, Elimelech turned aside “for a little while.” The question is will 

we? Will we in these dark and evil days in which we live ? Beloved, Joshua's parting words should 

ring in our ears. Joshua 24:15b “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”  


